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Patterns and Causes of Repeated Fraud Victimization among Elderly Population :

An Empirical Analysis Based on Over 10000 Samples

Xia Yiwel
(School of Law, Southwestern University of Finance and Economics, Chengdu 610000, P.R.China)

Abstract: This study examines the critical issue of repeat fraud victimization among elderly
population, a phenomenon gaining increasing attention due to its severe consequences and
increasingly sophisticated fraudulent methods. Based on the 2018 China Health and Retirement
Longitudinal Study (CHARLS) , the research analyzes 10, 270 respondents aged 60 and above,
focusing on revealing the patterns, temporal intervals, and causal mechanisms of repeat

victimization.
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In terms of distribution, repeat fraud victimization demonstrates notable “clustering” and
“accumulative” characteristics. Although only 2.84% of respondents reported experiencing repeat
fraud, this small group accounted for 50. 03% of all fraud incidents, highlighting the profound impact
on a vulnerable minority. Specifically, extreme repeat victims (experiencing five or more fraud
incidents) comprised merely 0.43% of the sample but represented 13.26% of all fraud events.
Moreover, each previous victimization experience nearly doubled the probability of subsequent
fraud. However, the marginal risk effect gradually diminished with increasing incident numbers,
indicating that while repeat victimization is concerning, the additional risk eventually stabilizes.

Regarding temporal intervals, the study reveals a significant “proximity effect” in repeat fraud
victimization. Fraud incident intervals follow a right-skewed distribution, with a median interval of
seven years. Shorter intervals, particularly within five years of the initial fraud, correlate strongly
with higher repeat victimization risks. Sales-related fraud exhibited the most pronounced “proximity
effect,” potentially due to its reliance on direct interactions and repeated targeting, while other fraud
types showed weaker associations. This finding emphasizes the time-sensitive nature of repeat
victimization.

Mechanistically, the research indicates that stable individual traits (vulnerabilities in lifestyle
and behavioral habits) are the primary drivers of repeat fraud victimization, consistent with the
“individual heterogeneity” mechanism. These persistent traits render specific individuals consistently
more susceptible to fraud. In contrast, the “state-dependence” mechanism (temporary factors like
psychological stress or negative emotions) plays a lesser role, accounting for approximately 4% of
the total risk. Mediation effect analysis further confirms that post-victimization changes in individual
activities or behaviors are minimal, reinforcing the long-term nature of elderly population
vulnerability traits.

Based on these findings, the study proposes three core prevention principles: First, tiered
progression emphasizes tailored interventions that escalate according to an individual’ s history of
victimization, with a focus on high-risk groups. Second, timely response, taking immediate action
following fraud incidents, especially within the high-risk five-year window after initial victimization.
Third, proactive intervention, addressing long-term vulnerabilities through external support and
preventive measures, given victims’ limited ability to self-adjust. These strategies provide practical
guidance for policymakers and practitioners to protect the elderly in an increasingly aging society.
The research offers crucial theoretical insights into repeat fraud victimization among elderly
population and establishes a robust empirical foundation for future prevention efforts.

Keywords: Elderly population; Repeated fraud victimization; Proximity effect; Interference and

counterfraud
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