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Possibilities for Regional Culture and Economy to Coexist Harmoniously with

an Example of Jiangsu Province

He Yu
(Institute of Social Policy, Jiangsu Provincial Academy of Social Sciences, Nanjing 21004, P.R.China)

Abstract: The relationship between economy and culture has always been a fascinating topic, attracting
wide attentions of theorists from classic to modern, from abroad to domestic. Both of them are changing and
following each other, intertwined and interwoven. As one of important images of Chinese culture and one of
the important areas of China’s economy, the inheritances and combinations of history and reality have
cultivated the characters of Jiangsu’s regional culture and economy. Main characteristics of Jiangsu’s
culture with pragmatic spirit, nostalgic provincialism, inclusiveness, skillful manufacture and trust-
worthiness are the results of geographical location, resource endowments, major events and so on.
Economy is the form of culture, while culture is the foundation of economy. Basic characteristics of
Jiangsu’ s economy with conservative innovation, manufacturing-oriented, open highland, plateau
without peak and steady distance are the reflections of regional culture. There is a lag effect between
the gradual changes of culture and the drastic changes of economy. Therefore, it is suggested that in
the process of economic development, we must overcome the dangers of unilateralism and the tend-
ency of seeking quick success and instant benefit, so as to penetrate the visions of time and space,
and achieve the ideal states of culture and economic harmoniously.

Keywords: Regional culture and economy; Jiangsu province; Lag effect; Coexist harmoniously
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