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Historical Materialism and the Historical Resolution of

the Communist Party of China: A Theoretical Investigation

Zhou Shaodong Li Jing
(School of Marxism, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, P.R.China)

Abstract. It is an important theoretical task for the current Marxist academic circles to study the three his-
torical resolutions of the Communist Party of China. The process of making historical decisions is the
process in which the Chinese Communists use historical materialism to review party history, summarize and
refine historical experience. During the new-democratic revolution, the Chinese Communists formed the
“revolutionary historical view” from the historical materialism and combined with the process of revolutiona-
ry struggle since modern times. Starting from the historical process of socialist revolution as well as reform
and opening up, the history of the party and the history of modern China have been included in the process
of modernization all over the world, which has continued to promote the development of the “modern his-
torical view” formed since the founding of new China. Facing the new era pattern of “space-time compres-
sion”, “The Resolution of the Communist Party of China on the major achievements and historical
experience of the Party’s Centennial Struggle” adopted by the Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th Central
Committee combs and summarizes the centennial party history in multiple dimensions, combines the two
themes of revolution and modernization, and proposes a new form of Sinicization of historical materialism-
“the historical view of revolutionary modernization”. To sort out modern Chinese history and the history of
the Communist Party of China with a “revolutionary modern view of history”, the most fundamental re-
quirement is to grasp China’s modernization process from a revolutionary perspective. Under the background
of “space-time compression”, by continuing to promote the social revolution through the party’s self-revolu-
tion, we not only make use of the dividends and opportunities brought by the overlapping characteristics of
social forms and the continuous strengthening of spatial ties, but also break the adverse situation of rampant
market fundamentalism, disorderly expansion of capital, the limits of conservative thinking of natural econ-
omy, the impact of the anti-globalization wave, and the tendency of national introspection and rising. It will
expand the operation width of “Chinese style modernization road” and tap the practical depth of “socialism
with Chinese characteristics”,in order to shape a new form of human civilization. In order to broaden the
path of Chinese-style modernization and further promote the practice of socialism with Chinese
characteristics in this great change that has not been seen in a hundred years of “space-time compression”,
the modernization we advocate and build must cover material civilization, political civilization, spiritual civi-
lization, social civilization and ecological civilization, with all-round and coordinated development.

Keywords: The Communist Party of China; Historical resolutions; Historical materialism; Modern

historical view of revolution
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