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Do Platform Exclusive Dealings Impede Fair Competition?

—Taking Internet Catering Takeaway Platforms for Example

Qiao Yue Yang Xi
(School of Innovation and Entrepreneurship, Shandong University, Qingdao 266237, P.R.China;
School of Economics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: Exclusive dealings, as commonly used competitive strategies for platforms, have become a
focus of attention for competition authorities. However, subject to factors such as cross-network ex-
ternalities in bilateral markets and highly competitive dynamics, how to identify the competitive
effects of exclusive dealings has become a keystone in supervision. Based on the facts of the catering
takeaway platforms in China, the social surplus reveals a trend from rise to decline when platforms provide
exclusive contracts to their suppliers, which can provide references to the competition authorities.

Keywords: Platform economy; Exclusive dealing; Choose one out of two; Competition; Antitrust
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