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Academic Mission and Reconstruction of Writing Style
——Based on the Construction of “Three Systems” and Practice Dimension

of Social Sciences Journals

Xu Daochun
(The Editorial Department of the Journal of Shandong Normal University [ Social Sciences],
Jinan 250014, P.R.China)

Abstract: The construction of the “three systems” of disciplinary system, academic system and dis-
course system with Chinese characteristics, Chinese style and Chinese manner, is the important
strategic task of China’s philosophical and social sciences in the new era. Social sciences journals are
the forefront window and distribution platform of the research results in philosophical and social sci-
ences in China, playing an irreplaceable role of media transmission in the construction of the “three
systems”, while the editors of journals are the discoverers, witnesses and goalkeepers of the results,
bearing the unshakable mission and duty of the construction of the “three systems”. Writing style is
a social-cultural phenomenon with a universal significance and is of functional and professional role
and significance for the editors’ own practice, and writing style is usually regarded as a “weather-
cock” and “barometer” of the editors’ qualities, journals’ taste, and academic quality. Writing style
is also a recessive “discourse”resource, involving the specification and execution of the editors, the
public confidence and influence of the journals of social sciences and the integrity and innovation of
the academic discourse, playing an important basic and functional role in the construction of the
“three systems” of the philosophical and social sciences with Chinese characteristics. For a time, the
unsatisfactory situation of the writing style of the journal editors and the undesirable effect because
of the poor study style and unexemplary writing style have resulted in not only the“serious mistake”
in editing, but also the “weak point” of academic journals and “short board” of academic discourse.
This further reveals that the construction of writing style is a never completed subject of research,
and reconstructing writing style in the context of the new era is essential; its aim and task should be
based on the awareness of the construction of the “three systems”, and should embrace the five the-
oretical dimensions, which are the correctness and guidance in value concept, authenticity and crea-
tivity in content resource, rigorousness and practicality in form structure, formativeness and vivid-
ness in written language, and scientificalness and rationality in institutional system.

Keywords: “Three systems”; Academic missions; Reconstruction of writing style; Journals of social

sciences; Functions of editing
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