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On the “Quadripartite Model” of Interpretation

Liu Jinshan
(School of Philosophy, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, P. R. China)

Abstract: The author, the text and the reader are the “three elements” that modern philosophers of
hermeneutics pay close attention to. In the light of “tripartite model” of interpretation, those
different approaches of text center, author center and reader center rise. Based on the insights of
some scholars of exegetics, this paper holds that the elements involved in the process of
interpretation are not three but four., and in the field of modern hermeneutics, the independent
fourth element is “truth”. The author, the text, the reader and the truth constitute a “quadripartite
model” of interpretation. The operation mode of “quadripartite model” of interpretation is that
truth, as the universal light, illuminates the whole interpretation space, and there is a cyclic and
reversible relationship between the author, the text and the reader. This paper holds that compared

” i{s more in line with the ideas of Martin

with the “tripartite model”, the “quadripartite model
Heidegger and Hans-Georg Gadamer. In the “quadripartite model” of interpretation, listening to the
voice of truth and constantly revising the existing understanding under the guidance of truth is the
most fundamental explanatory attitude.

Keywords: Tripartite model; Quadripartite model; Truth
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