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On the Prominence of the LIJI-RUXING in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Republic

of China and Its Significance

Cai Jie
(Department of Philosophy, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, P. R. China)

Abstract: After that the Confucians in Song Dynasty put forward the idea that RUXING is not Con-
fucius’s words, RUXING was generally questioned in the seven or eight hundred years of Song,
Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties. Although Huang Daozhou and Li Erqu affirmed the value of the
RUXING in the late Ming and early Qing Dynasty, especially the Variorum of RUXING, which
was written by Huang Daozhou, was named for the RUXING and Confucianism, the voice of ques-
tioning still occupied the mainstream. With the interpretation of Wang Fuzhi, Lu Kuixun and Yao
Jiheng, the questioning became more and more intense. There was an internal process for the Confu-
cian scholars in the late Qing Dynasty to re-establish the classics of the RUXING, which can be
traced back to the criticism of Song school by Li Guangpo and Kong Guangsen. In the late Qing Dy-
nasty, Chen Li, Wen Tingshi and Liao equally dealt with the relationship between RUXING and the
seventy Confucian disciples, then Kang Youwei directly regarded RUXING as Confucius’ doctrine,
and the classic authority of RUXING was finally restored. Since then, the interpretation of RUX-
ING has entered into two important stages. Due to the urgent needs of the times, Zhang Taiyan,
Lin Shu, etc. highly praised the rigid integrity of RUXING, but they lost its original purpose.
Therefore, Tang Wenzhi, Xiong Shili, Liu Xianxin, etc. made criticism and correction, trying to
pull the interpretation of RUXING back to its pure Confucian thought, reflecting the conservatism
of sticking to the true purpose of Confucianism.
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