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@ Ellul J., The Technological Society sNew York: Alfred A.Knopf and Random House,1964.
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Berger P.L., The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a Sociological Theory of Religion, New York:Anchor,1990. pp.25-27.

Brague R.. The Kingdom of Man :Genesis and Failure of the Modern Project, Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame

Press,2018.
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Theoretical Changes and Practical Turns on Chinese Path to Modernization

in the Context of Uncertainty

Wen Jun Liu Yuhang
(The Center for Modern Chinese City Studies, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, P.R.China;
School of Social Development, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, P.R.China)

Abstract: Chinese path to modernization is an inevitable choice to achieve the two centenary goals
and the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. However, in the new stage of development, various un-
certainties have emerged, permeating the environment, subjects, methods, processes and results of
Chinese path to modernization. This makes contemporary Chinese path to modernization face many
challenges of “uncertainty”. Uncertainty is both direct consequence of the past modernization process
and new social reality that will become a key variable in contemporary Chinese path to
modernization. But the current exploration of the modernization path is still dominated by the “cer-
tainty” mindset. Not only is it difficult for traditional theoretical knowledge of modernization to ex-
plain the ever-changing uncertainties, but also it is difficult to cope with the endless uncertainties at
the practical level. In this regard, there is an urgent need to take the challenge of “uncertainty” as a
contemporary reference, and to promote the theoretical construction and practical transformation of
Chinese path to modernization.

Keywords: Chinese path to modernization; Uncertainty; Theoretical Changes; Practical turn
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