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Chinese Traditional Governance Mode and Its Modern Transformation

Wu Shuchen Wu Jianmin
(Law School, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, P. R. China)

Abstract: Each governance mode features its own governance idea, agent, goal and operating
system. Chinese social and life practices in early days created different schools of thought, which led
to various theories of governance, including Confucianist model, Taoist model, and Legalist model.
In the following practices, however, these theories gradually merged into a “dialectical unity”
governance model, represented by diversified governance methods such as “Rule of Rite and Law”,
“Combination of Morality and Law”, “Equal Emphasis on Human and Law” and “Collegiality of

Monarch and Ministers”.

Chinese traditional governance mode provided beneficial resources for
modern society. The value of “Protecting the people and then ruling as a king”, the controlling way
of “doing nothing against the nature”, the multiple methods of governance and the concept of “equal
emphasis on human and law” can all be developed creatively in their transformation to
modernization.

Keywords: Governance mode; Pluralism; Equal emphasis on human and law; Dialectical unity;

Modern transformation
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