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The Understanding of Governance Performance: An Important Category in Building a

Long-Governing Marxist Party

Song Fufan
[School of Marxism, Party School of the Central Committee of CPC (National Academy of
Governance), Beijing 100091, P. R. China]

Abstract: This article examines the “understanding of governance performance” from the perspective
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of building a long-governing Marxist party, treating it as an important category for understanding the
relationship between Party building and state governance. On the surface, the understanding of
governance performance refers to leading cadres’ understanding of “for whom achievements are
made, what kinds of achievements should be pursued, and how achievements should be created.” In
essence, however, it concerns how a Marxist party understands power, the people, development,
historical responsibility, and the foundation of governance. The article argues that the understanding
of governance performance should not be reduced to a matter of individual conduct among cadres, nor
should it be narrowly interpreted as an administrative performance evaluation issue. Rather, it should
be understood first and foremost as the concrete expression of the Party’s overall understanding of
governance performance in the actions of cadres, and as a mediating mechanism through which the
Party’ s political requirements, value orientation, and governance objectives are transformed into
practical results.

A long-governing Marxist party differs fundamentally from Western parties shaped mainly by
electoral competition. In Western electoral politics, governance performance is often influenced by
campaign cycles, public opinion, capital forces, and interest groups, and thus tends to become short-
term, image-oriented, and utilitarian. By contrast, the Communist Party of China, as a long-
governing Marxist party, cannot take temporary visible results, localized interests, or short-term
evaluations as the fundamental measure of governance performance. It must take the interests of the
people as its ultimate value , the development of the Party and the country as its fundamental direction,
and the test of practice, the people, and history as its final criterion. In this sense, the “understanding
of governance performance” concerns not only how cadres perform their duties but also how power
operates, how development is advanced, and how the Party’s governing foundation is consolidated.

The article presents its arguments from four aspects. First, in terms of categorical positioning,
the understanding of governance performance is a mediating category connecting Party building with
state governance. The nature, purpose, original aspiration, mission, organizational principles, and
political line of the Party can be transformed into real development outcomes only through cadres’
proper pursuit of achievements and concrete governing practice. Second, in terms of theoretical
genesis, a correct understanding of governance performance is rooted in the logic of building a long-
governing Marxist party; it is grounded not in personal preference, local impulse, or departmental
interest, but in the unity of the People’s stand, the Party spirit, the historical mission, and the long-
term governing responsibility. Third, in terms of evaluative standards, it requires adherence to the
value standard of putting the people first, the Party-spirit standard of loyalty to the Party’s purpose
and mission, the institutional standard of scientific assessment, and the methodological standard of
systematically handling the relations between local and overall interests, immediate and long-term
effects, and visible and latent achievements. Fourth, in terms of practical transformation, the Party’s
overall understanding of governance performance must be converted into cadre action and governance
effectiveness through theoretical study, Party-spirit education, cadre assessment, personnel
selection, people’s evaluation, institutional constraints, and responsibility implementation.

The article concludes that a correct understanding of governance performance is an important
mechanism through which a long-governing Marxist party prevents power alienation, developmental
deviation, and separation from the people, while transforming its political and organizational
advantages into governance effectiveness and development outcomes.

Keywords: Understanding of governance performance; Marxist political party; lLong-term
governance; Party building; Correct understanding of governance performance
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