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Triple Connotations in the Construction of Contemporary Chinese Cultural Subjectivity

Guan Ning
(Fujian Academy of Social Sciences, Fuzhou 350025, P.R.China)

Abstract: Contemporary Chinese cultural subjectivity is an important part of constructing Chinese
discourse system. Cultural subjectivity is the sense of values, historical views, national concepts and
state outlooks embodied in different dimensions and fields such as political system, history and cul-
ture as well as contemporary practice, and presents distinctive characteristics of national cultural
genes. From the perspective of cultural and political connotation, cultural subjectivity not only inter-
nally determines a political system, but also is regulated by its current national system. The tradi-
tional ideas of “benevolent governance” or advocating good governance have become the inherent
wisdom of the current institutional culture. The traditional concept that all rivers run into sea and
the world belongs to all people makes Marxism become sinicized and a guiding ideology, which pro-
vides institutional support for the construction of cultural subjectivity. From the perspective of the
implication of cultural aesthetics, the logic of “culture-thought” in cultural subjectivity comes from
that of “politics-history”, it has a broader and deeper connotation across nations and countries, Tra-
ditional cultural aesthetics can not only disseminate the core values in a vivid manner but also propa-
gate Chinese culture, tell Chinese stories, shape Chinese images, and build up ontological support
for cultural subjectivity with unique aesthetic style and temperament. From the perspective of the
implication of cultural practice, cultural political connotation is the manifestation of political ideal of
cultural subjectivity and cultural aesthetic connotation is the present appearance of the theoretical
cognition of cultural subjectivity while cultural practice implication is the instantiation of cultural
subjectivity. The dimension of cultural value and aesthetic orientation established by cultural politics
and aesthetic ideology must be realized by the achievements created by cultural practice. Cultural
practice will also raise new questions and demands with the social changes and the progress of the
times so as to constantly promote the renewal and development of cultural politics and cultural aes-
thetics and to become the dynamic support of cultural subjectivity.

Keywords: Cultural subjectivity; New stage of development; Cultural politics; Cultural aesthetics;

Cultural practice
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