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Application as the Fundamental Hermeneutic Problem

Fu Yongjun Liu Dai
(School of Philosophy and Social Development, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: Application is one of the three hermeneutic elements, but it has been forgotten by
romantic hermeneutics. Application is rediscovered and defined as a fundamental problem in philo-
sophical hermeneutics. Application involves the relationship between universality and particularity of
the text. “Sache selbst” of the text is something universal in different hermeneutic situations. Its au-
thenticity can be disclosed only in a special historical contextuality of hermeneutics, and its truth can
be realized in the fusion of these horizons of interpreter and text. In this way, textual interpretation
is nothing more than applying text itself to the historical situations of hermeneutics, meeting with
the interpreter and forming an integrated vision, so as to remove the cover of meaning and show it
clearly. Therefore, it can be seen that application must contain a kind of interweaving between text
and interpretation, a meaning presentation of occurrence, and a logic of understanding generated ac-
cording to the historical principles of hermeneutics. Thus, Chinese hermeneutics should take philo-
sophical hermeneutics as a reference mirror to explore the application in its tradition, and to let it
play a role in modern transformation of Chinese classics interpretative traditions and contemporary
construction of Chinese classical hermeneutics.

Keywords: Application; Universality and particularity; Hermeneutic situation; Contextual meaning;

Interpretation of Chinese classics
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