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An Empirical Study on Incentive Factors and Effects for Judges from the Basic People’s Courts

—Taking Some Grassroots Judges of S Province as an Example

Ning Jingbo
(School of Economics, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, P. R. China)

Abstract: To reform and improve the systems of judges’ salaries and benefits as well as their security
of tenure is a crucial factor for the Fifth Five-Year Reform Plan. Based on the basic hypothesis of
rational choice theory, judges in the basic people’s courts are motivated by income, promotion,
reputation, assessment mechanism, workload, welfare guarantee, personal safety guarantee,
working environment, sense of fairness, and personal achievement, etc. The effect lies in the
willingness to work as a judge for life. The empirical study shows that the current annual income
does not obviously incentive judges, the increase of income, sense of fairness and whether
performance bonus can reflect their own contribution has significantly positive incentive effect.
Workload, work pressure, the difficulty of promotion and the lack of personal safety guarantee have
a significant negative incentive effect. The incentive effect of honorary titles on judges is not
significant. The reform should continue to improve the salary evaluation system, expand promotion
channels, improve the mechanism of assessment, reward and punishment, and improve the
efficiency of the trial team and professional security.

Keywords: Judicial reform; Judicial system for specified number of personnel; Judges from the basic

people’s courts; Incentive
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