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The Connotation, Theoretical Characteristics and Practical Orientation of General

Secretary Xi Jinping’s Important Exposition on National Development Plans

Zheng Jingbin  Dong Zaiquan
(School of Marxism, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P. R. China)

Abstract: National development plans are important symbol for understanding the development and
progress of contemporary China, and the preparation and implementation of national development
plans is the political strength of the Communist Party of China (CPC) and a driving force behind the
sustained advancement of the Party’s and China’ s various undertakings. Since the 18th National
Congress of the CPC, General Secretary Xi Jinping has attached great importance to the strategic
guiding role of five-year plans in economic and social development, systematically summarized and
applied the CPC’ s historical experience in formulating and implementing medium- and long-term
plans for economic and social development, and combined with the conditions of the new era to study
and judge the situation, deploy planning, and make decisions, and made a series of important
expositions on the scientific formulation and continuous implementation of national development
plans. General secretary Xi Jinping’ s important exposition on national development plans is an
ideological system in which theories are interconnected and views are interconnected. In the process
of responding to the practical needs of national development planning in the new era, Xi’s important
exposition profoundly clarifies the strategic positioning, guiding philosophy, practical themes, and
scientific methods of five-year plans, thereby providing a fundamental principle for ensuring the
historical continuity, realistic adaptability, and forward-looking nature of national development
planning. At the same time, these expositions have been further enriched and deepened through their
engagement with the fundamental, directional, and strategic issues of five-year plans. It embodies
the historical patience that integrates long-term strategic planning with pragmatic action in the
present, the dialectical thinking that unifies respect for objective laws with their effective application,
the practical ethos that combines goal orientation with problem orientation, and the people-centered
stance that merges planning for the people with soliciting suggestions {rom the people. Together,
they distinctly demonstrate the innovative development of the CPC’ s theories and practices of
governance through planning in the new era. Facing high-quality economic and social development
during the 15th Five-Year Plan period and beyond, we should thoroughly implement Xi’s important
exposition. It is essential to deeply grasp its practical orientation, accurately identify our strategic
coordinates while resolutely handling our own affairs, strengthening strategic guidance by upholding
the CPC’ s overall leadership, highlighting strategic priorities by emphasizing the systematic
integration of plans, and enhancing strategic assurance by continuously advancing institutional
development. In fact, this means effectively coordinating the relationships between the conditions
and trends of the times, the Party’ s propositions and the wisdom of the masses, the overall
development framework and key tasks, and the relationship between institutional advantages and the
basis of the rule of law in the practice of the national development plans. This will consolidate our
theoretical confidence and elevate our practical wisdom for advancing national development planning
at a higher level in the new era, enabling us to continue writing new chapters in the two miracles of
rapid economic development and long-term social stability.

Keywords: National development plans; Five-year plans; The Fourth Plenary Session of the 20th
CPC Central Committee; The 15th Five-Year Plan
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