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Theoretical Proof and Beneficial Development of the Relationship between Farmers’ Collectives

and Rural Collective Economic Organizations

Guan Hongyan
(School of Law, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, P.R.China)

Abstract: The debate on the relationship between farmer collectives and rural collective economic or-
ganizations has not been dispelled by the implementation of the Civil Code. Distinguishing between
farmer collectives and rural collective economic organizations, and constructing the legal power
structure of rural collective property rights with the theory of “legal representative exercising rela-
tionship”, conform to not only the policy intent and normative expression of China, but also the his-
torical evolution process and internal logic of farmer collective ownership. Adopting the theory of
“legal representative exercising relationship” to explain and model the relationship between farmer
collectives and rural collective economic organizations is of great benefit for guiding the legislation of
rural collective economic organizations, activating the vitality of rural collective economic develop-
ment and realizing the integrated development of farmer collective ownership and market economy.
The current legislation adopts the theory of the relationship between the exercise of legal representa-
tives, which reflects the independent innovation consciousness of Chinese civil law and helps to build
its theoretical system and discourse system. This selection should be continued in the rural collective
economic organization law.

Keywords: Farmer collective; Rural collective economic organization; Theory of legal representative

exercising relationship; Theoretical interpretation; Benefit analysis
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