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Theoretical Breakthroughs and Practical Advancements in Culture-Tourism

Integration: A Humanistic Economics Perspective

Zhang Zheng Zhang Huimin
(School of Journalism and Communication, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, P.R.China)

Abstract: In recent years, the sustainability challenges arising from culture-tourism integration in
local development have become increasingly prominent, manifesting both as unsustainable economic
development patterns and as “delocalization” crises resulting from inappropriate local tourism
development. Early research primarily explored optimization strategies from within culture-tourism
integration practices. More recently, scholars have transcended the limitations of discussing culture-
tourism in isolation, introducing foreign theories such as placemaking to provide new perspectives for
China’ s local revitalization practices. Unfortunately, the effectiveness of these strategies has
remained limited. This raises the critical question: What should be the next step for local
development?

This study argues that the academic preference for foreign theories over China’ s indigenous
culture-tourism integration framework reflects a lack of theoretical confidence. This assertion does
not dismiss the value of theoretical borrowing but rather highlights how the substantial explanatory
power of the “promising” culture-tourism integration framework has been undervalued. Meanwhile,
we must recognize that as a theory emerging from industrial practice, culture-tourism integration
inherently prioritizes industrial logic, potentially creating conflicts between economic development
and local humanities. To address this, this study introduces the perspective of humanistic
economics, which advocates for a return of economic development to humanistic values.

Building upon a comprehensive understanding of the “humanistic” essence in humanistic
economics, this study innovatively proposes a culture-tourism integration theory from this
perspective. Unlike traditional culture-tourism integration that prioritizes “tourists” and narrowly
emphasizes the tourism value of local culture, this approach places “local residents” at the center and
aims to fully leverage the mediating and enabling functions of “local culture.” This aligns closely
with humanistic economics’ theoretical principles of “people-centered development” and
“emphasizing culture’s value-guiding function. ”

Guided by this theoretical understanding, the study explores advanced practical pathways by
addressing three key questions: how to highlight the status of local residents, how to leverage local
culture’ s regulatory role, and how to realize local culture’ s empowering function. The proposed
pathways include: establishing a “people-centered” collaborative philosophy to strengthen local
residents’ participation and leadership; building goal-aligned local communities to harness culture’s
role in regulating individual behavior; and broadening the development scope of culture-tourism
integration to unleash culture’s empowering effects on localities.

Looking forward, academia and industry should fully recognize both the guiding power of
humanistic economics and the explanatory strength of culture and tourism integration, in order to
continually advance the theory and promote the high-quality development of this field.

Keywords: Culture and tourism integration; Humanistic economics; lLocal development; Local

residents; Local culture
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