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Turning and Transcending: Studies on the “May Fourth”
in the Circle of American Chinese Studies

Yang Hua Chen Zugen
(Advanced Institute of Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P. R. China)

Abstract: The early studies on the May Fourth in the United States was mainly limited to the field of
intellectual history. Since the 1970s, influenced by the New Cultural History and Global History,
American academic circles changed its path, and began to explore new academic growth points from
the perspectives of Political Culture History, the History of Daily Life, Local History and Global
History. At the same time, under the paradigm shifts from “Impact-Response”, “Tradition-Moder-
nity” to “China-Centered Approach” of American Chinese Studies, American scholars began to pay
attention to the traditional factors and the local performance of the May Fourth. Postmodernism
provided a multiple-tracks narrative model, and American scholars tried to pursue the plurality of
Chinese modernity and decenter May Fourth beyond the May Fourth paradigm. The studies on the
May Fourth of American scholars have shown three trends including expanding the scope of re-
search, from the grand narrative to the deconstruction of May Fourth, and from May Fourth to Non-
May Fourth. However, the studies on the May Fourth of American scholars lacks the realistic con-
cern in the domestic studies on the May Fourth.
Keywords: American Chinese Studies; May Fourth Paradigm; Multiple Modernities; Decenter
May Fourth
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