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From Attention to Circle: The Social Foundation and Development Path of

Information Traffic Production

Zhang Rong
(School of Sociology and Political Science, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, P.R.China)

Abstract: From the perspective of Baudrillard’ s theory of the system of objects and consumer
society, this paper investigates the essence and social production mechanisms of information traffic,
primarily through the Zibo barbecue phenomenon.

Fundamentally, information traffic represents public attention in sociological terms. In the
contemporarycyber era, characterized by information overload and overwhelming data volumes,
“target audience attention” has increasingly become a scarce resource. Therefore, public attention
attraction becomes a critical domain inthis competitive information society.

The society of information traffic emerges as a novel developmental stage in the network
societyera, characterized by the materialization of information and the commodification of attention,
with information traffic serving as a pivotal resource. Paralleling Baudrillard’ s analysis of object
systems’ encapsulation of human experience, contemporary information systems systematically
envelop individuals within intricate informational landscapes. Similar to how commodities generate
cultural symbolic value to stimulate consumption, information attracts the public’ sattention through
strategic value-added production, exemplified by qualities such as novelty, authenticity, and
richness. During online information consumption, non-material costs like “attention” progressively
constitute significant consumer investments, with consumers simultaneously participating in
information production processes. Consequently, information’ s attention acquisition directly
correlates with its value and generative potential: increased attention amplifies informational value,
and the “traffic” formed based on this information will be larger; if the producer of a piece of
information is more popular, the traffic of this information will be greater.

The production and development path of information traffic is closely related to the circle
structure of the information traffic society.” Circle formation” is the primary foundation for
information trafficgeneration, with young people particularly college students as the main producers.
The ‘1P phenomenon’ is an important manifestation of the social sphere exerting its social influence.
“Breaking the barrier” is the process of information breaking through the limitations of the
fixedcircle, and the individuals positioned at structural holesinthe circle structure produce critical the
driving force. The participation of the public in landscape production has also played an important
role. “Being known outside the fixed circle” is a social result of phenomenal information
trafficgeneration, with local governments, mainstream media, and the public being key participants.
And based on this, social resonance is generated in the online-offline resonance.

In the society of information traffic, local governments must cultivate mindset on information
traffic, enhance production capacities with internet celebrity economic logics, and innovatively
propel comprehensive socio-economic development.

Keywords: Network society; Information traffic production; Circle structure; Information traffic

society; Zibo barbecue phenomenon
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