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On Nietzsche’s View of Truth And Its Hermeneutic Implications

Zhang Zhiping
(Department of Philosophy, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, P. R. China)

Abstract: according to Nietzsche, man is essentially the will to power, and all human activities are
governed by his will to seek power. He criticized the correspondence theory of truth of traditional
philosophy. emphasized that truth is only a useful fiction for man, and insisted that there is no
fundamental difference among science, art, religion and morality. Nietzsche's view of truth is
closely related to hermeneutics. Nietzsche's hermeneutic thought has a linguistic side as well as a
pre-linguistic side; it has not only irrational and subjective side but also rational and objective one. It
‘s closer to a hermeneutics of “to be” rather than to that of “ought to be”. Gadamer and Derrida
regarded Nietzsche’s thought as a deification of subjectivism or a kind of rampant subjectivism, and
Vattimo believed that Nietzsche’s hermeneutic thought was essentially nihilistic. These evaluations
need further clarification or correction.
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