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The Effect of the Establishment of Public Cultural Service System Demonstration Plots:

A Difference-in-differences Approach

Li Shaohui Wang Ting
(School of Management, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, P.R.China)

Abstract: The national public cultural service system demonstration plots is a policy innovation of
the central government to improve the level of regional public cultural services, and its effect is still
short of empirical evidence. Based on the panel data of 283 prefecture level cities in China from 2010
to 2016, this paper takes the establishment of demonstration plots as a natural experiment, and uses
the difference-in-differences approach to test the policy effect. The results show that the demonstra-
tion plot has a significant positive impact on improving the level of regional public cultural services,
and the impact has a certain sustainability under the regular review and dynamic assessment mecha-
nism. The robustness test further confirms the conclusion of this paper. The research on the charac-
teristics of urban heterogeneity shows that, compared with cities with relatively poor cultural and
tourism resources, the establishment of urban demonstration plots with rich cultural and tourism re-
sources has a greater role in improving the level of regional public cultural services, that is, the rich-
ness of cultural and tourism resources has a regulatory effect on the establishment of demonstration
plots to improve the level of regional public cultural services. This provides an important inspiration
for the rational layout of the national public cultural service system demonstration area and the sci-
entific formulation of supporting policies.

Keywords: Demonstration plots; Public cultural services level; Project system; Difference-in-differ-

ences model
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