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“Post-agricultural Society” : A Development Model that China may Take the Lead

Fang Lili
(School of Art, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, P.R.China)

Abstract: The author proposes the concept of “post-agricultural society”, first of all, to consider
whether those villages that have not yet had the time to enter into industrialization can go beyond the
industrial production model and directly enter into a green “post-agricultural society” on the basis of
high technology plus high speed rail, highways, networks and new energy. Can China become an
early explorer and practitioner in this regard through the implementation of the rural revitalization
strategy? This will be a global construction programme. The “post-agricultural society” refers to a
cultural ecological economy organized around knowledge and creativity. Its key groups consist of sci-
entists, intelligent engineers, network experts, artists and writers, and media professionals who
form a larger group of scientific and technical intellectuals combined with humanities and social sci-
ences intellectuals, in which the axial principle is to promote creativity on the basis of theoretical
knowledge. Theoretical knowledge and innovative ability have increasingly become a strategic re-
source of a society, so as to form a highly ecological and knowledge-based social development model.
The context of this model is linked to the “Anthropocene”, a concept of which, if it were to be es-
tablished, would become one of the most important social science concepts of our time. It is not only
a theoretical concept, but also a social act that can be put into practice. It can bring a new space for
exploring and discussing the ecological and cultural crises that humans are currently facing, and may
become an important theoretical contribution of China to the future development of world.

Keywords: Post-agricultural society; Anthropocene; Development model; Village
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