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Measurement of Humanistic Economy Development and Comparison of Regional

Models in Chinese Cities: A Case Study of Suzhou and Hangzhou

Wei Peiye' Zhang Jiaqi' Song Lu"?
(1. School of Smart Governance, Renmin University of China, Suzhou 215123, P. R. China;
2. Suzhou Research Center for Humanistic Economy, Renmin University of China, Suzhou 215123,
P. R. China)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of Chinese modernization, which promotes the coordinated
development of material and spiritual civilizations, the humanization of the economy and the
economic valorization of humanistic resources constitute two major pathways toward the mutual
reinforcement and shared flourishing of the economy and the humanities. Suzhou and Hangzhou have
long been regarded as exemplars of the harmonious integration of economic vitality and rich cultural
heritage, making them representative cases for studying China’ s humanistic economy. This study
refines an indicator system for assessing the development of the humanistic economy in Chinese

cities. The system comprises six key dimensions—Shaping People through Culture, Empowering
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the Economy through People, Nurturing Culture through the Economy, Advancing the Economy
through Culture, Fulfilling People through the Economy, and Renewing Culture through People—
and includes 19 secondary indicators and 36 tertiary indicators. Taking 2025 as the reporting period
and using the latest available data for each indicator, mainly from 2023 and 2024, the study
constructs a cross-sectional dataset on the development of the humanistic economy in Suzhou and
Hangzhou. It then employs the analytic hierarchy process (AHP) to determine indicator weights,
followed by data normalization and standardized scoring, to quantitatively assess and compare the
development levels of the humanistic economy in the two cities.

The findings show that, although Suzhou and Hangzhou share a common foundation of profound
historical heritage and vibrant cultural vitality—as most clearly reflected in their parallel strengths in
Renewing Culture through People and Shaping People through Culture—their distinct economic
structures and governance logics have led them along markedly divergent development pathways.
Suzhou exemplifies the logic of the humanization of the economy, displaying clear strengths in
Nurturing Culture through the Economy and Fulfilling People through the Economy. Its
development model is characterized by a strong foundation, with the strength of its manufacturing
economy supporting investment in cultural infrastructure and improvements in public well-being.
Hangzhou, by contrast, exemplifies the logic of the economic valorization of humanistic resources
and performs particularly well in Advancing the Economy through Culture and Empowering the
Economy through People. Its development model is characterized by the efficient transformation of
cultural vitality and digital innovation into economic momentum.

On this basis, the study identifies the common foundations and divergent pathways of the two
development models and proposes differentiated policy recommendations. Cities whose primary
development pathway is the humanization of the economy should shift their focus from infrastructure
investment toward improving the efficiency of cultural output and fostering an ecosystem for
humanistic innovation. Cities whose primary development pathway is the economic valorization of
humanistic resources should strengthen the provision of public cultural resources and promote a more
equitable distribution of cultural services, thereby enabling the economy and the humanities to
reinforce each other and flourish together. These findings provide empirical support for humanistic
economics, offer a replicable analytical framework for cross-city comparison, and provide guidance
for cities at different stages of development that seek to achieve synergistic development between the
economy and the humanities.

Keywords: Humanistic economy; Indicator system; Regional comparison; Humanization of the

economy; Economic valorization of humanistic resources
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