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Abstract: As traditional global governance confronts development deficits, security dilemmas, and
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trust crises, regional governance has emerged as an increasingly significant mechanism for
reconciling the tensions between nationalism and globalism. Regionalism has gradually emerged as a
new pathway to address governance challenges and enhancing the global governance system. The
focus of the global governance system has shifted from a predominantly global dimension to an
emphasis on regional-global co-governance, consequently transforming the values underlying
international maritime rule of law. In terms of the international maritime legal order, there has been a
relative shift in the balance between the values of freedom and security. The overall global dynamic
equilibrium between ‘ ‘freedom and security’’ will remain unchanged, but structural differences may
arise between regions. In terms of cooperation, the regional collaborative values emphasizing
international democracy increasingly intersect with cooperation concepts prioritizing regional
interests. This necessitates an inclusive international approach to addressing interregional differences
while leveraging regional cooperation to advance international maritime rule of law. As for
responsibility, the international maritime rule of law, which originally emphasized global common
responsibility, has begun to incorporate the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities,
supported by the regional discourse emerging under the path of regionalism in global governance.
These value fluctuations manifest through paradigmatic transitions. Under previously weak regional
ocean governance capacity, the traditional “Zonal Approach” to ocean treaty governance gradually
diminished due to marine ecological continuity, interconnected maritime affairs, and governance
limitations. However, strengthened regional governance capabilities have facilitated a “re-
regionalization” transformation, incorporating both geographical factors as legal foundations from the
“Zonal Approach” and collaborative governance, coordinated regulation, and collective
implementation from the “Integrated Management Approach.” Customary law governance,
influenced by regional ideological convergence, has witnessed partial dissolution of existing legal
certainty, leading to localized diminishment of traditional customary law while fostering the
emergence of new particular customary international law through enhanced regional cooperation.
Within the functional interaction between regional and global governance, particular customary
international law shows potential for evolution into general customary international law. The
development of maritime soft law governance stems from extensive contemporary regional
coordination needs, expanding through its advantages of low normative, compliance, and
modification costs, driven internally by value factors. This transformation presents China with an
opportunity to redefine its legal identity. China should pursue a regional-to-global pathway,
accurately comprehending the intrinsic alignment between regional and global governance values
while advocating for the multilateral diffusion of governance values centered on international justice
across regional and global spheres. Simultaneously, China should proactively lead global governance
reform and international maritime rule of law development from a regional maritime perspective.

Keywords: Global governance; Regionalism approach; International maritime rule of law; Regional

treaties; Particular customary international law; Soft law
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