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New Urban-rural Spatial Restructuring and Urban-rural Integrated Development in China

Lin Juren

(School of Philosophy and Social Development, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: China has entered a new stage with urban society as the main body. However, the uneven
development between city and countryside is still prominent. “Rural Revitalization Strategy” puts
forward the integrated development of city and countryside, and solves the problems of system and
mechanism in the rational allocation of urban and rural resources, basic public services and
integrated development of infrastructure, which is of great significance to overcoming the inequality
of urban and rural development. Based on a summary of the new orientation of urban-rural spatial
research, the new perspective of spatial sociology can be applied to analyze the spatial dilemmas of
urban spatial expansion and urban-rural integration development in China in the context of the “ur-
ban problem” and the new urban-rural spatial phenomenon. In terms of urban spatial expansion, the
urbanization of land is faster than the urbanization of population; in terms of urban-rural spatial
structure, the problem of urban-rural duality is prominent and the spatial structure is out of
balance; in terms of urban-rural spatial relations, urban-rural residents are clearly divided and there
is spatial segregation. The spatial structure of urban and rural areas should be adjusted and recon-
structed to promote the integrated development of urban and rural areas. This includes transforming
the urban-rural spatial structure from division to integration, activating urban-rural spatial elements
from one-way flow to two-way free flow, eliminating urban-rural spatial boundaries and promoting
the equality of urban-rural residents, and strengthening urban-rural spatial governance to establish a
new spatial order.

Keywords: Urban problems; New urban-rural spaces; Spatial segregation; Restructuring; Urban-

rural integration
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