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On the Philosophical Basis and logic of Xi Jinping’s Thought on Ecological Civilization

Zhou Xiangjun Tong Chengshuai
(School of Marxism, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: The philosophical foundation research of Xi Jinping’s thought on ecological civilization is
an important subject for the construction of ecological civilization and the modernization of
harmonious coexistence between man and nature in contemporary China. Philosophy is the essence of

thoughts of its age, the essence of the spirit of the times, reflecting the purest and authentic part of
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things and thoughts. The deep foundation of any kind of ideological theory lies in its philosophical
foundation, which determines the essence and development direction of the theoretical system. Xi
Jinping’ s thought on ecological civilization adheres to the Marxist world outlook and methodology,
deeply reveals the connotation, characteristics and regular attributes of socialist ecological civilization
construction, which has profound philosophical connotation and theoretical foundation and his
thought is a model of the innovative development of Marxist ecological philosophy theory in China.
The “community of life theory” is the cornerstone of his philosophy, which interprets the original
relationship of symbiosis and coexistence, co-control and co-prosperity between man and nature.
The theory summarizes the coupling and emergent characteristics of the two in survival morality. It is
the confirmation of the ontology openness of the ecosystem. “Philosophical methodology” is its
internal theory, which provides logical guidance and method for China to promote the construction of
ecological civilization in an all-round way; “Two Mountains Theory” is the core of his thought, and
it contains the goal setting of the co-increase of “ecological capital and economic capital”, the value
balance of the primary and secondary contradictions, and the dialectical grasp of overcoming selfish
desires, which provides ideological guidance and action direction for realizing the sustainable
development of the Chinese nation. “Environmental and public’s wellbeing theory” is the value
purport of its thought and practice, which interprets the coupling and interaction relationship between
the natural environment and people’s livelihood, that is, providing the fundamental guidelines and
theoretical guidelines for promoting the construction of ecological livelihood, and it is the value
attriloution of the ideological practice of Xi Jinping’ s thought on ecological civilization. For a
comprehensive and profound understanding and grasp of this thought, for an accurate prediction and
judgment of the development trend and logical goal of the construction of ecological civilization in the
contemporary China, and for a Chinese path to modernization in which there exists harmony between
human and nature, an in-depth study of the philosophical basis and logic of Xi Jinping’s thought on
ecological civilization has important guiding implications and values of the times.

Keywords: Xi Jinping’s thought on ecological civilization; Community of life theory; Philosophical

methodology; Two Mountains Theory; Environmental and public’s wellbeing theory
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