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The Current Status, Characteristics and Trends of Cultural Industries Research
in China (2018—2021)

Yan Shuo' Qi Shuyu’
(1. Beijing Guanheng Cultural Development Research Institute, Beijing 100091, P.R.China;
2. Party School of the Central Committee of CPC, Beijing 100089, P.R.China)

Abstract: Based on the papers included in Cultural Innovation Industries indexed by the database
China Social Science Excellence from 2018 to 2021, this paper systematically surveys China’ s
cultural industry studies in these four years. By extracting the core ideas and main contents in the
research, this paper aims to comprehensively present the research results in this period, so as to help
the academia grasp the research characteristics and trends in these four years and to provide a
reference for future research on the cultural industry. In 2018—2021, China’ s cultural industry
studies showed characteristics such as diversified research themes, refined research industries,
concentrated source journals, and relatively stable authors’ affiliations. In terms of research content,
the main contents of cultural industry research in the past four years include the study of the digital
cultural industry and new industrial format, the study of regional cultural industry and spatial layout,
the study of cultural industry policy and management, the study of modern cultural industry system
and market system, and the research concept and paradigm of cultural industry, and domestic and
international development of cultural industry. By those contents, representative perspectives are
found as following: agglomeration, platform and connectivity constitute the main features of digital
cultural production; cultural industry exerts an important enabling role in the rural revitalization and
urban renewal; digital technology exerts an positive role in supporting cultural governance, and
supply-side structural reform is the main path to improve modern cultural industry system and market
system, etc. The use of various research methods and theoretical tools has led to a wider range of
cultural industry research content and more diverse research perspectives. Specifically, quantitative
analysis methods have been widely used in cultural industry research; scenario theory has deepened
cultural industry case studies and theoretical frameworks originating from multiple disciplines have
enriched cultural industry research horizons. However, there are also problems such as few research
on the organizational form of cultural production and insufficient research on cultural consumption. In
general, cultural industry research and practice are getting closely connected, and there tends to be
more refined research content. In the 14th Five-Year Plan period, cultural industry research should
exert a greater role in promoting the high-quality development of the cultural industry. Therefore,
we need to focus on the following issues: deepening research on the digital cultural industry,
responding to the major propositions of modern cultural industry system and market system
construction, exploring new paths for the cultural industry to empower the urban transformation and
rural revitalization, focusing on regional cultural industry practice innovation such as national cultural
parks and cultural industry belts, timely following up new modes of cultural consumption, analyzing
the evolution of cultural industry organization, and strengthening research on the modernization of
cultural governance. To promote the balanced development of cultural industry research, we propose
that it is necessary to attach importance to both tracking research and leading research; to have both
interpretive research and critical research; to insist on fetching research and paying more attention to
creative transformation; to attach importance to both industrial research and humanistic care.
Keywords: Digital cultural industry; Regional cultural industry; Cultural industry policies; Modern
cultural industry system; The paradigm of cultural industry research
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