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On Legislative Strategy for Promoting Carbon Peak and Carbon Neutrality

Sun Youhai Wang Tiantian
(School of Law, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300072, P.R.China)

Abstract: The choice of legislative strategy for carbon peak and carbon neutrality, which relies on a
top-level design, determines the realization of China’s dual carbon goal and the overall economic de-
velopment. To promote the legislation of carbon peak and carbon neutrality, a “three-triple legisla-
tive approach” should be implemented, denoting a trichotomy of the legislative project, with each
pillar being divided into three sections. In such an approach, the first pillar is to make special laws
on carbon peak and carbon neutrality. In doing so, three steps should be taken to promulgate special
laws. The first step is to formulate the decision of the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress (NPC) on carbon peak and carbon neutrality. The second step is to formulate “carbon peak
and carbon neutralization promotion act”. The third is to formulate a climate change response act
when appropriate conditions are met. The second pillar is to coordinate national legislation on sus-
tainable development. First, to formulate special laws for carbon neutrality. Second, to amend or
enact laws to promote low-carbon and green development, such as amending the Circular Economy
Promotion Law and formulating the energy law. Third, to codify the Code of Ecological Environ-
ment. The third pillar is to concert different levels of legislation. First, to accelerate the formulation
or revision of relevant legislation at the National People’s Congress level. Second, to formulate rele-
vant administrative regulations of the State Council. Third, to promulgate relevant local laws and
regulations.

Keywords: Carbon peak; Carbon neutrality; Carbon peak and carbon neutrality promotion act;

Climate change response act; Legislative strategy
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