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Interpretation of the Construction of Modern Chinese Civilization from the Perspective

of Historic Logic: Focusing on the Development of Policies on Literature and Art
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Abstract: Among fundamental elements of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, Chinese
culture is expected to provide inspiration, to hold the Chinese nation together and to appeal to the
whole world. Because the defining characteristics of the Chinese civilization are generalized in a new
way, it enables Chinese people to better understand the cultural characteristics of the Chinese nation
and it provides opportunities for innovation. “Two combinations”, especially the second combination,
proposed by General Secretary Xi Jinping at the symposium on cultural inheritance and development,
it sets the scene for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation through a Chinese path to modernization.
The initiative also elucidates the mission of “continuing to promote cultural prosperity, building a
culturally leading country and developing modern Chinese civilization” under the new historical
context. It gives rise to a new thinking paradigm which is composed of the “first combination”, a
basic principle established during the New-democratic revolution, and the “second combination” in
the new era. From this perspective, the development of modern Chinese civilization has been guided
by three sets of policies and values. First, it is the literary policy of “popularization and elevation”
during the New Democratic Revolution. Second, it is the policy of “letting a hundred flowers bloom
and a hundred schools of thought contend” to promote the development of science and culture after
the New China was founded in 1949. The third one is the cultural strategy of “increasing our cultural
confidence, adhering to the approach of openness and inclusiveness, upholding fundamental principles
and breaking new ground”. The latest strategy is the embodiment of Xi Jinping’s thought on socialist
culture with Chinese characteristics in a new era and the realization of the “third leap”, which is the
theoretical leap in cultural development of the “second combination”, adapts Marxism to the Chinese
context according to the needs of our times. It also provides practical guidance on building the
modern Chinese civilization. The strategy embodies the Party’ s profound understanding of the
subjectivity of modern Chinese culture and demonstrates the independence, freedom and confidence
of culture builders who treat cultures in a sound, comprehensive and objective manner. Guided by
the Party’ s cultural policy and following historic logic, cultural development in the new era is
increasingly focusing on the mission of building modern Chinese civilization through a Chinese path to
modernization.
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