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The Civilizational Foundation of Chinese Modernization

Xiao Guiging"* Lu Yang’
(1. Institute for Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, P.R.China;
2. School of Marxism, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, P.R.China)

Abstract: This study explores the intrinsic interactive relationship between Chinese modernization
and Chinese civilization, clarifying the foundational role of Chinese civilization’ s inherent
characteristics in shaping the path of Chinese modernization. Chinese modernization endows Chinese
civilization with contemporary vitality, while Chinese civilization, as a unique cultural entity with
millennia of history, provides profound cultural heritage and abundant nourishment for Chinese
modernization, serving as the civilizational foundation for contemporary China’s development and
progress. The continuity of Chinese civilization is prominently characterized by its unwavering
preservation of a unique cultural core through historical vicissitudes and the cultivation of a shared
cultural identity among the Chinese nation, which consolidates the cultural subjectivity of Chinese
modernization and strengthens its historical foundation. The innovative nature of Chinese civilization
is reflected in the abundant innovative thinking deeply rooted in national cultural genes and the
numerous fruitful contributions to human civilization. This innovative spirit propels the contemporary
development of Chinese modernization, infusing it with robust spiritual momentum. The unity of
Chinese civilization is embodied in the enduring inheritance of the “great unity” historical tradition
and the formation of a time-honored “pluralistic unity” ethnic pattern; this unity converges the
collective strength of all ethnic groups in China, providing strong cohesion for the steady
advancement of Chinese modernization. The inclusiveness of Chinese civilization originates from its
formation and development process characterized by continuous cross-civilizational exchange and
mutual learning. This inherent openness and inclusiveness not only constitute distinctive cultural
attributes of Chinese civilization but also create favorable conditions for Chinese modernization to
engage In international exchange and mutual learning. The peacefulness of Chinese civilization is
deeply rooted in the long-standing cultural tradition of advocating peace and the historical evolution
that adheres to peaceful development, which fundamentally underpins Chinese modernization’s firm
commitment to the path of peaceful development. In summary, the five inherent characteristics of
Chinese civilization collectively shape the unique connotation and development path of Chinese
modernization, connecting its historical context, contemporary practice, and future orientation.

Keywords: Modernization; Chinese modernization; Fine traditional Chinese culture; Civilization;

Chinese Civilization
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