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Single Author Myth: Has Advocating for Single Authorship Improved the
Research Level of Academia?

—Empirical Study Based on 125 Legal Periodicals

Dai Zhiyong' Zhang Xiao' Mi Chuanzhen®
(1. Law School, Southwestern University of Finance and Economics, Chengdu 610225, P.R.China;
2. Law School, Chengdu University, Chengdu 610106, P.R.China)

Abstract: In contrast to the mainstream collaborative research model prevalent in modern academia,
a “single-author myth” phenomenon exists in Chinese legal academic journals, where some journals
have introduced authorship rules advocating for single authorship, accepting only single-authored
submissions, and principally rejecting co-authored papers. These journals’ promotion of single
authorship provides a “quasi-natural experiment” to examine the profound disciplinary impacts of
different authorship rules. The initial intention behind advocating single authorship was to eliminate
titular authorship in teacher-student collaborative papers and purify the academic environment.
While this approach indeed reduced co-authored legal papers, it simultaneously suppressed the
academic quality of Chinese legal research. Research on top domestic philosophical and social science
journals reveals that Chinese legal research collaboration rates (approximately 1.9%) are extremely
low, comparable to literature Caround 2. 8% ) and philosophy (about 4. 7%, and significantly lower
than most social science disciplines such as political science (over 34%) , ethnology Cover 41%),
education Caround 50%) , sociology (over 54%) , linguistics (over 61%) , economics (around
90%) , and management studies (around 90%). Collaborative research is the norm in modern
Chinese social sciences. Advocating single authorship individualizes legal research production
mechanisms, rendering legal studies more akin to humanities-focused speculative and personal
creative disciplines rather than science-oriented social sciences. Using 25 legal academic journals
advocating single authorship as the experimental group and 100 non-advocating journals as the
control group, a difference-in-differences regression analysis examined whether single authorship
advocacy could enhance total citations, impact factors, average citation counts, and influence
indices. After controlling for publication history, publication cycle, article quantity, average article
length, online submission systems, CSSCI/CLSCI indexing, funded paper ratios, and expert review
systems, regression results showed that advocating for single authorship suppressed academic
cooperation and did not significantly improve the academic influence of the related journals. The
parallel trend test showed that there was a parallel development trend in average citation counts and
influence indices between the experimental group and the control group before advocating for single
authorship. The placebo test and tail reduction treatment also showed that advocating for single
authorship suppressed the cooperation between China legal science and other social sciences, and
basically did not enhance the academic influence of related Chinese legal periodicals. The research
recommends reconsidering discriminatory attitudes toward co-authored papers, exploring author
contribution declaration systems, implementing corresponding author mechanisms, and potentially
piloting author listings by surname stroke count.

Keywords: Single authorship; Co-authorship; Academic atmosphere; Legal periodicals; Legal research
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