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The Changes over Times and the Inheritance of Red Culture in the Carrier of

Role Model Commendation

Wang Dizhao
(School of Marxism, China Jiliang University, Hangzhou 310018, P.R.China)

Abstract: Marx and Engels often referred to the concept of “role models, ” emphasizing: “Without
the examples of the British trade union movement and French workers’ political struggles, what
circumstances would we find ourselves in now?” Lenin pointed out: “The role of a living example in
action in a certain part of a country is greater than any manifesto or conference.” Comrade Mao
Zedong also noted that convincing the entire nation of the correctness of their proposed path and
garnering support for revolutionary struggle the nation, advancing construction. Looking back at the
more than one hundred years of history of the CPC, many models and advanced models emerged in
the party. Commending role models and exemplary models has become an important method for our
party to transform the country, engage in construction, and carry out revolutionary reforms.
Choosing what kind of carrier for recognizing advanced models is inherently a political act. This
“carrier” demands a broad conceptualization as “any entity capable of bearing other entities, ”
encompassing not only explicit recognition forms like language, documentation, titles, awards, and
ceremonies, but also the exemplars themselves. The model commendation carrier originates from
the great practice of leading people to save the country, revitalize, enrich, and strengthen the nation,
chronicling the remarkable achievements and noble character of countless party members. It
emblematizes their exemplary spirit of service to the party, country, and people, while simultaneously
illuminating the arduous journey and triumphant glory of creating the Chinese path to modernization.
Over the past century, the CPC’s model recognition carrier has undergone profound
transformations influenced by evolving temporal themes, technological advancements, party
construction requirements, and regional cultural variations. Its development trajectory demonstrates
a progression from singular to multifaceted forms, from physical to digital representations, and from
decentralized to systematized structures, embodying a multidimensional evolution and innovative
development. Notably, the intrinsic characteristics determined by the party’s nature and the inherent
noble values of internal recognition carriers remain constant, manifesting an intrinsic unity of
typicality and honor, practicality and aesthetics, inheritance and innovation, spirituality and
materiality. The CPC’ s model recognition carrier possesses a significant red cultural dimension.
Contemporary imperatives include excavating its red cultural genetic code, articulating its historical
narratives, establishing commemorative venues, innovating resource dissemination strategies, and
enabling these carriers to radiate unprecedented vitality in the new era, thereby aggregating powerful
positive energy to propel the Chinese path to modernization.
Keywords: Role model recognition carrier; CPC; Advanced model; Exemplary spirit; Inheritance

of red culture
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