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Scene Creation: A Spatial Practical Turn in Community Revitalization and Social

Governance Innovation

Wang Lei'?
(1. School of Sociology, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, P.R.China;
2. School of Government, Yunnan University, Kunming 650500, P.R.China)

Abstract: In the process of urbanization in China, some cities are undergoing a structural transformation
from industrial society to post-industrial society. The transformation of urban form has led urban
space to shift from a production-oriented approach to an aesthetic and “consumer society” approach.
Originating from the industrialization era in Britain and the United States, community revitalization
with the aim of restructuring mobile residents and rebuilding neighborhood relationships has
undergone changes. “People” are the core of community revitalization, which uses self-organizing
governance as a tool and empowers culture, ecology, industry and space as the sustainable driving
force of the community to achieve social production and public reconstruction.

In the post-industrial era, population mobility, spatial heterogeneity, community networking
and spatial symbolization have become the main characteristics of society. The revitalization of
“people-centered” communities poses challenges to the integration of social production in society. At
this point, the production of space, as an important dimension of social production, enters the
domain of social governance. According to Lefebvre Henri’ s theory of the production of space, he
regards space as the unity of the representation of space, representational space and spatial practice,
which is the dialectic of spatial dimensionality. It is the unity of material space, spiritual space and
social space. Scene creation emphasizes the unity of “concrete”, “image” and “practice” in community
revitalization through the empowerment of “three-dimensional” space, which is based on the core of
“people”. Tt is a spatial practice process of social governance.

In the context of the intersection of post-industrial society and the Internet era, scene creation
emphasizes community revitalization based on “people-oriented” creation, and also emphasizes the
“Image-oriented” creation of space. It is based on the basic principle of “people in image” for the
production of space, and uses “spatial links” as the path of creation to integrate space, culture, needs
and emotions into the consumption and construction of community assets, thus achieving the sustainable
development of the community. Community revitalization emphasizes human social attributes and
social production, while scene creation emphasizes aesthetic experience of space and wealth creation
through consumption. Scene creation based on spatial practice will effectively achieve the integration
of social production and spatial production. The way to create scenarios for social governance
innovation based on this principle is as follows: Realize social space production by reconstructing of
settlement space for scene creation; Realize mixed value coupling by cross-domain spatial linking;
Innovate spatial governance for scene creation by localized spatial social design. Finally, the
integration of social production and spatial production of social governance in the process of post-
industrial social transformation can be realized.

Keywords: Scene creation; Community revitalization; Social governance; Spatial practice
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