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Triple Levels and Six Dimensions: An Analysis on the Compatibility Between Marxism

and Fine Traditional Chinese Culture

Ma Qiuli  Zhang Yonghuai
(School of Marxism, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: Marxism and fine traditional Chinese culture have different origins, but they are highly
compatible with each other. The main innovation of the article is to analyze the intrinsic foundation of
the combination of the two based on the framework of “triple levels and six dimensions”. Specifically, in
the “triple levels and six dimensions”, the triple levels refer to the compatibility in theoretical nature,
spirituality, and values, and the six dimensions refer to the two key perspectives of each level. The
first level is explored in terms of the compatibility in theoretical nature, which involves the fitness
between the open and tolerant cultural genes of fine traditional Chinese culture and the opening
theoretical character of Marxism, and the fitness between the revolutionary cultural genes of fine
traditional Chinese culture and the developmental nature of Marxism. This is because theoretical
systems that are closed, narrow, and exclusive to individual nations and national cultures are difficult
to recognize by people of different national cultural backgrounds. Thus, the compatibility between
the two on the broadest level of their theoretical natures provides the prerequisite for the combination.
Second, the compatibility is explored from two dimensions of the spirituality, which is mainly reflected
in the fact that, on the one hand, similarities in dialectical thinking can be found between fine
traditional Chinese culture and Marxism in terms of the connotation, foundation, and substance. On
the other hand, fine traditional Chinese culture attaches great importance to the spirit of practice or
practical temperament, which is similar to the Marxist theory that emphasizes the inner unity of
theory and practice, and there is a similarity in the spirit of practice. This level of fitting promotes
the spiritual proximity of the two and is a key factor in the combination of the two. Third, the
compatibility is analyzed at the level of values, which is mainly reflected in the two dimensions of the
people’s view and the social view. Specifically, although the two were created at different times and
from different sources, the people-oriented ideology of fine traditional Chinese culture, such as the
people as the basis of the state, is compatible with the historical view of the masses and the pursuit of
an ideal society, such as the world for the common good, has a high degree of compatibility with
communism, which is the intrinsic rationale for the combination of the two. The in-depth exploration
of the compatibility will integrate the essence of Marxism with fine traditional Chinese culture, advance
the combination and mutual achievement of the two, constantly opening new chapters in adapting
Marxism to the Chinese context and the needs of the times in the new era.

Keywords: The basic tenets of Marxism; Fine traditional Chinese culture; Compatibility between
Marxism and fine traditional Chinese culture; Combination; New chapters in adapting Marxism to

the Chinese context and the needs of the times; Triple levels and six dimensions
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