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Accelerating the Construction of a Management Theory System with

Chinese Characteristics

Huang Qunhui' Shao Jingting
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2. Institute of Industrial Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, P.R.China)

Abstract: Accelerating the construction of a management theoretical system with Chinese
characteristics represents a critical task for China’s management academia in the new era. The
continuous economic growth and enterprise development demonstrate the innovative capacity of
Chinese enterprises. However, despite significant economic achievements, China has yet to
establish a management theory system with substantial international influence, which to some extent
constrains enterprise development. Therefore, constructing a management theoretical system with
Chinese characteristics is crucial for promoting high-quality economic development and enhancing
China’s management global standing. The theory of Chinese modernization serves as a pivotal
theoretical innovation, providing directional guidance for developing a management theoretical
system with distinctive Chinese characteristics. Chinese modernization emphasizes human-
centricity, seeks to balance social efficiency and equity, prioritizes coordinated material and spiritual
civilization development, advocates harmonious human-nature coexistence, and adheres to peaceful
developmental pathways. These conceptual frameworks intrinsically couple and interact with core
management theory issues, establishing a robust ideological foundation for theoretical system
construction. Currently, the academic community proposes three approaches to developing this
management theory system: First, extracting management theories from traditional Chinese culture,
such as Confucian perspectives on justice and benefit and Taoist non-interventionist concepts, which
offer unique theoretical insights. The Shanxi Merchants’ personal stock incentive system, for
instance, exemplifies Confucian collectivist values with contemporary management relevance.
Second, conducting empirical research and theoretical innovation by integrating established Western
management research paradigms with Chinese local management practices. This approach ensures
both scientific rigor and contextual specificity, enabling methodologies like quantitative research to
analyze Chinese enterprise innovation mechanisms. Third, distilling universally applicable
management theories from local management practices. Innovative practices in digital economy and
intelligent manufacturing provide rich empirical material for theoretical development. Constructing a
management theoretical system with Chinese characteristics represents a long-term, complex
endeavor requiring collaborative efforts from academia, business sectors, and governmental entities.
By synthesizing traditional cultural insights, engaging with Western theoretical frameworks, and
deeply examining local management practices, this approach promises not only to advance Chinese
management scholarship but also to contribute significantly to global management theory innovation.

Keywords: Chinese path to modernization; Management theory system; Chinese characteristics;
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