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The Ecological Economy from the Perspective of European
and American Ecological Socialism School .

An Academic Literature History Approach

Huan Qingzhi
(School of Marxism, Peking University, Beijing 100871, P.R.China)

Abstract: Systemically criticizing the anti-ecological nature of capitalism and interpreting the environmental-
ly-friendly characteristics of socialism is a long-term-focused theme of eco-socialism, which was formed in
the late 1960s and early 1970s in the US and Europe. While these expositions are very rich regarding the
theoretical and political envisions of eco-socialist alternatives in the process of resisting or replacing the anti-
ecological capitalist economic system and international order, one cannot find any real case in today’s world
which aims to carry out a socialist green transformation under the typical conditions of developed capitalist
society. The on-going efforts of socialist eco-civilization construction in China can get some inspiration from
their discussions about ecological economy over the past half century., but it still needs us to explore and
practice according to the reality of our country.

Keywords: Ecological economy; Ecological socialism school; Political economy; Socialist eco-civili-

zation; Academic literature history
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