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Spatial and Temporal Evolution Characteristics and Influencing Factors of Source
Market Demand for Tourism Festivals—An Empirical Analysis Based on Baidu Index

Chai Shousheng  Zhu Xinzhi Zhu Yao
(School of Management, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, P.R.China)

Abstract: Tourism festivals are the microcosm of destination culture and have gradually become an
important means for destinations to enhance their attractiveness. Consumers are the main driving
force behind the development of tourism festivals, and their source market patterns are crucial to
regional tourism development and management. In this paper, we have studied two tourism festival
cases, the “Water Splashing Festival” in Xishuangbanna, Yunnan Province, a Chinese traditional
tourism festival, and the “Qingdao International Beer Festival” in Qingdao, Shandong Province, a
modern tourism festival, to explore the spatial and temporal development of tourism festival markets
and the influencing factors . The study has found that: (1) For tourism festivals, the time scheduled
for travelling of tourists from the source market presents “single-peak agglomeration” and
“cyclicity” , which is divided into five stages: pre-growth period, growth period, peak period,
decline period, and stationary period. The growth period is from 6 weeks. The peak period is 1 week
before the festival plus the time when major events of the festival are held. (2) The spatial
distribution of the tourism festival market has significant regional clustering characteristics, showing
local concentration and “from east to west” spatial distance decay. Guangdong, Jiangsu, Shanghai,
and Zhejiang provinces are regions of higher concern, while western Chinese provinces are regions of
lower concern. (3) The level of commercial and economic development, and the population size are
the main factors influencing the spatial distribution of the tourism festival market. Compared with the
influencing factors of the traditional source market of tourism activities, the influence of the social
consumption level is significantly enhanced. (4) Modern tourism festival source market conforms to
spatial distance decay, traditional tourism festivals ignore the geographical and spatial factors and can
attract tourists from long-distance sources. Major public health crisis events have a negative impact
on the spatial and temporal travel patterns of the source market, and the spatial distribution of the
tourism source market is restored with greater resilience. In terms of development practice. first, the
destination should focus on capturing the key time nodes of tourism festivals and develop festival
plans in advance. We propose that from 6 weeks to 1 week before the festival its publicity should be
increased, and from 1 week before the festival to the end festival, the security management plan
should be carried out. Second, the destination should precisely target the market and achieve
differentiated marketing. Destinations should consolidate and improve the local source market,
develop a large population base and economically developed source market, and guide the marginal
source market. Finally, destinations should capitalize on the cultural connotations of festivals and
develop experiential products including developing the experience of special festival products and adding
prize quizzes to increase the fun and participation of the festival. This study examines the temporal and
spatial characteristics of typical tourism festival and event source markets from a macro perspective and
further explores the influencing factors that affect them. This is an effective complement to the
observation on traditional tourism market patterns, providing theoretical guidance and practical inspiration
for the development and sustainable development of the tourism festival market.

Keywords: Tourism festivals; Source market demand; Spatial and temporal evolution; Baidu index
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