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AT U B E R ST B kAR R

The Kuomintang’s Dictatorial Ideology During the the Full-Scale War of

Resistance against Japanese Aggression

Zuo Yuhe
(Institute of Historical Theory, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, P.R.China)

Abstract: During the the Full-Scale War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, the
Kuomintang (KMT) repeatedly propagated the doctrine of “one party, one ideology, one leader, ”
and stubbornly upheld dictatorial rule characterized by one-party dictatorship and autocratic
leadership. The KMT opposed communism and liberalism and it attempted to unify the thoughts of
the people in the name of “Three Principles of the People” which it has falsely invoked to legitimize
its dictatorial rule. At the same time, the KMT suppressed the wartime democratic constitutional
movement and refused to terminate the tutelage period in favor of constitutional rule. By establishing
a centralized wartime regime, the KMT legitimized Chiang Kai-shek’s personal dictatorship, while
promoting the idea of “one leader” to rationalize such rule. The KMT set national independence and
individual freedoms in opposition, elevating the former while diminishing the latter — a stance that
entailed using nationalism to suppress democracy and prioritizing national salvation over personal
liberty. It was precisely for this reason that the KMT not only adamantly opposed communism but
also vehemently rejected liberalism. By reinforcing its dictatorial rule characterized by personal
dictatorship and one-party autocracy, the KMT failed to meet the demands of all social sectors for
the protection of civil rights and freedoms, nor could it fulfill its proclaimed mission of laying the
foundation for a new China based on the Three Principles of the People. The KMT’ s dictatorial
ideology ran counter to the era’s trend of wartime democratic constitutionalism. As a consequence,
it faced severe criticism and resolute opposition from democratic and progressive forces, represented
by the Communist Party of China. The Communist Party of China profoundly exposed the dictatorial
ideology of the KMT and its anti-communist and anti-people essence, thoroughly repudiated the
KMT’ s new autocracy, curbed its dictatorial and authoritarian tendencies, and offered the entire
nation an unprecedentedly profound ideological and political education. The people came to
recognize that only the Communist Party of China and the communism it espoused could shape the
destiny of China and build a “new China that is independent, free, democratic, unified, and
prosperous”.

Keywords: Kuomintang; One-party dictatorship; Three Principles of the People; Dictatorial
ideology
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