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Scene Construction for the Inheritance and Innovation of Intangible Cultural Heritage

from Spatiotemporal Perspectives

Wen Wen"? Zhao Mengdi’
(1. Institute for Cultural Industries, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, P. R. China;

2. Key Laboratory of Philosophy and Social Sciences in Guangdong Province of Shenzhen
University, Shenzhen 518060, P. R. China;
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Abstract: Intangible cultural heritage (ICH) , as a holistic cultural phenomenon, has drawn
increasing attention to its characteristics as a temporal and spatial “field.” The processes of
modernization, urbanization, and digitalization have been reshaping the temporal rhythms and spatial
patterns of society, steadily weakening the living contexts on which ICH depends and confronting it
with the challenge of “disembedding.” Grounded in the spatiotemporal nature of ICH, this paper
integrates scene theory with the “disembedding-reembedding” perspective to construct a theoretical
framework of ICH scenes suited to the Chinese context. Drawing on scene theory, the paper
categorizes the spaces in which ICH survives and develops in modern society into three types: local
scenes, trans-local scenes, and virtual scenes. lLocal scenes emphasize the intrinsic connections
between ICH and its natural ecology, social structure, and modes of production and daily life. Trans-
local scenes refer to the cross-regional transmission of ICH-related skills, symbols, and values,
enabling the inheritance of cultural value and the innovation of cultural forms beyond geographical
boundaries. Virtual scenes employ digital tools to transcend physical carriers, allowing ICH to be
perceived, experienced, and recreated in entirely new ways as “innovative carriers” that break
through spatiotemporal constraints. Rather than being discrete, the three types of scenes
interpenetrate and are dynamically interrelated, following the rooting logic of “locality, ” the

i

diasporic logic of “extensibility, ” and the regenerative logic of “translatability.” Together, they
constitute an open scene system for ICH inheritance and innovation, characterized by fluidity and
evolvability. Fluidity addresses the synchronic movement of ICH resources across geographic and
media boundaries, encompassing multiple relationships and connotations: the symbiosis of flow and
sedimentation, the interweaving of outward and inward flows, the overlap of inheritance and
dissemination, and the reconfiguration of power structures. Evolvability focuses on the diachronic
adaptive transformation of scene structures in response to internal and external pressures, driven by
internal developmental needs, external environmental forces, and the intervention of multiple actors.
Fluidity and evolvability jointly shape the dynamic generation and sustained operation of ICH scenes
in modern society. The three value dimensions of scene theory—authenticity, theatricality, and
legitimacy—further inform strategies for ICH scene construction, oriented toward re-embedding in
everyday life, aestheticization, and value creation. In essence, the modern inheritance and
innovation of ICH is fundamentally a process of self-adaptation and scene reconstruction across time
and space. The theoretical framework and practical strategies proposed in this paper aim to move
ICH beyond its positioning as mere “heritage” or “resource” and transform it into a continuously
regenerating form of contemporary cultural practice.

Keywords: Intangible cultural heritage; Scenes theory; Disembedding-reembedding; Fluidity;
Evolvability
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