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A Probe into the Rule of Law in the Context of Modernization

Chen Jinzhao
(Institute of Legal Method, East China University of Political Science and Law,
Shanghai 201600, P.R.China)

Abstract: Although the postmodern trend of thought has a lot of criticism on modernization, mod-
ernization is a stage that China can’t skip. Modernization foreshadows advancement. The fifth mod-
ernization, after industry, agriculture, national defense and science and technology, is institution
modernization. The rule of law, which is closely related to the modernization of the institute, in-
cludes the systematic construction of the norm system and the logic fictionalization of the subject
mechanism. The special meaning can be used as the goal conception of modernization. As methodo-
logical idea, the rule of law attaches importance to the use of fictitious thinking, utilizes logic to de-
sign legal norms, equal subjects and adjustment mechanisms serving the construction of legal rela-
tionships, in order to promote the modernization of social governance. The stability and other char-
acters of law promoting the construction of the rule of law is the guarantee of other modernization
and sustainable development.

Keywords: Modernization; Rule of law; Rule-of-law thinking; Rule-of-law discourse; Legal methods
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