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How does Engels Evaluate Marx: A Historical Investigation

Liu Jianjun
(School of Marxism, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, P. R. China)

Abstract: In the history of the development of Marxism, Engels talked about Marx many times on
different occasions, and gave the highest evaluation to Marx’s great personality, exceptional tal-
ents, remarkable contributions, and huge influence. It is of great academic value and practical signif-
icance to sort out and explain these evaluations by Engels. At the time of Marx’s death, Engels
made a general evaluation of Marx’s status and contributions in his letter to friends and in his speech
in front of Marx’s tomb. After Marx’s death, Engels also clarified his relationship with Marx on
multiple occasions, and made it clear that Marx was the main founder of scientific theory, and made
a more in-depth comment on Marx’s writings, ideas, and activities from two basic dimensions,
namely, academic thought and practical activities. Engels’ evaluation is clear, accurate and full of e-
motions, which leaves people a deep impression and inspiration.
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