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Minor Violations of Law in Grassroots Society and Its Path of Governance

—An Empirical Study Based on the Experience in Several Places

Yu Longgang
(Law School, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, P. R. China)

Abstract: There are prominent minor violations of law in the field of safety supervision,
environmental protection, food and drug administration, etc. in grassroots society. Most parties
under law enforcement come from the bottom of society, and their production and living conditions
are relatively poor, then meeting the living needs become an important reason for illegality. They
regard normal needs hard to meet as the defense, which is easy to obtain sympathy and
understanding of the public and put excessive pressure on primary-level law enforcement officers.
These deep reasons for governance dilemma of minor violations are insufficient law enforcement
capacity, the tension between legal system and grassroots society and discourse pressure aroused by
offenders and external forces. Some measures could be taken to resolve the governance dilemma of
minor violations including expanding public participation in the legislation and improve the legal
inclusion of multi-interest, promoting the devolution of enforcement forces, strengthen departmental
collaboration and law enforcement supervision, and mobilizing multi-forces to participate in
governance according to polycentric governance theory.

Keywords: Minor violation of law; Law enforcement capability; Legislative participation; Law

enforcement resource
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