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Human Gene Editing and Ethical Choices in Contemporary American Science Fiction

Hu Xiaoyan Li Baojie
(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P. R. China)

Abstract: The impact of bioengineering on human survival in the future has been an important theme
of contemporary American science fiction, with human gene editing and its ethical choice as the most
represented focus. Since the second half of the 20th century, along with the development of
biotechnology, science fiction has captured the trend of human gene editing technology and carried it
on with literary imagination, focusing on such relevant issues of gene editing techniques as the
rewriting of reproductive mechanism of human body, the complex consequences of potential
biological risks, and the multidimensional impact on traditional social structures and social ethics.
With philosophical propositions like human nature and human dignity as the center, contemporary
American science fiction writers pondered the power relations in gene editing, and imagined the
influence of gene editing technology on human future, as well as potential ethical dilemmas and
choices therein. The aesthetic orientation and value expression in literature provide important
warnings and great inspirations for the rational treatment of genetic technology and risk-informed
planning of life sciences.
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