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Research on the Measurement and Export Effect of the Digitalization of China’s Cultural Industry

Fang Hui Zhang Xiaoye
(School of International Economics and Trade, Shandong University of Finance and Economics,
Jinan 250014, P.R.China)

Abstract: With the development of digital technology, the digitalization level of China’s cultural in-
dustry has been continuously improved, and its impact on the export of cultural products has
become increasingly apparent. Therefore, it is urgent to construct an index system to measure the
digitalization level of China’s cultural industry, theoretically analyze the mechanism of cultural in-
dustry digitalization affecting the export of cultural products, and select the panel data of China’s 30
major cultural trade partners from 2012 to 2019 for empirical evidence. The results show that: from
2012 to 2019, the digitalization level of China’s cultural industry is growing rapidly. Then the digi-
talization of the cultural industry has a significant export promotion effect. While promoting the ex-
port of Chinese cultural products, it can optimize the export structure and regional distribution of
products, and cultivate new advantages in export competition. The heterogeneity test shows that;
compared with functional cultural products, digitalization has led to a significant increase in the ex-
port of high value-added content-based cultural products, such as new audio-visual media, visual art
and books; And this facilitation effect is more pronounced for the countries along the “Belt and
Road”, and partners with smaller cultural distances or have signed FTA. The digitalization of the
cultural industry has a moderating effect on the institutional distance and cultural distance that affect
the export of cultural products. The results of the mechanism test show that reducing the cost of
cultural trade is the transmission channel for digitalization to play the export promotion effect. Based
on the above analysis, make policy recommendations: Vigorously promote the digital development
of the cultural industry and reduce the cost of cultural trade; Give full play to the regulating role of
the digitalization of the cultural industry, reduce the cultural and institutional distance between re-
gions; Strengthen the brand effect of digital culture and cultivate new advantages in export competi-
tion.

Keywords: Cultural industry; Digitalization; Promotion effect of export; Trade cost
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