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A Study of the Creation of the Criminal Rule of Law Index in China

Zeng Yun
(Law School, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, P. R. China)

Abstract: In order to create a comprehensive, objective and scientific index of criminal rule of law in
China, first of all, it is necessary to establish a comprehensive research constructs and theoretical
hypotheses from two aspects which are the evaluation of legal experts and the general public.
Therefore two types of questionnaires are created, namely, expert assessment and public evaluation.
Then empirical surveys are carried out by cluster random sampling, and 1312 survey samples are
collected from questionnaires of legal experts and 1289 survey samples from questionnaires of the
general public. Secondly, the sample data was non-dimensionalized by extreme value method. The
structural equation model and the second-order single factor model of criminal law index of the
evaluation of legal experts and the general public are created by the confirmatory factor analysis
method. According to the test results, 5 among the 10 research constructs and theoretical
hypotheses from the evaluation of legal experts have been validated; 4 of the 6 research constructs
and theoretical hypotheses from the evaluation of the general public have been validated. Thirdly.
the second-order single factor calculation models of criminal law index of the evaluation of legal
experts and the general public are established. Then weights of indicators and the second-order
indices are objectively determined through the model calculation. At last index of the criminal rule of
law of China is created by weighted arithmetic average method.

Keywords: The criminal rule of law; Rule of law index; Factor analysis
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