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Review and Procedural Expansion of the “Reasonable Doubt” Rule for Shareholder Contributions
——An Empirical Study Based on Article 20 of Provisions of the Supreme People’s Court
on Certain Issues Concerning the Application of the “Company Law
of the People’s Republic of China” (IID)

Ma Dengke Yin Zhiyong
(Law School, Southwest University of Political and Law, Chongqing 401120, P. R. China)

Abstract: Article 20 of Provisions of the Supreme People’s Court on Certain Issues Concerning the
Application of the “Company Law of the People’s Republic of China” (IID establishes the “reasona-
ble doubt” rule for shareholder contributions. This rule is different from the functional positioning
of the civil litigation evidence system in trying to find out the facts, and it is not smooth to link up
with the two specific rules set up to solve the evidence bias problem. The rule itself does not deter-
mine the standard of “reasonable doubt” entity judgment, and the procedure node to which the rule
applies is not clear, so that the judicial practice is not effective. Judges should refer to the standard
of “reasonable doubt” entity judgment, based on the current civil litigation procedures, in the pre-
trial meeting, evidence investigation, through the plaintiff’s specifying the factual claims, and time-
ly fulfill the obligations of clarifying the defendant’s case, and on this basis, identify the corre-
sponding bearer of the burden of proof.

Keywords: Specify the factual claim; Obligation of clarifying the case; Evidence of reasonable doubt;

Shareholder contribution obligation
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