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An Exploratory Construction of the Human Nature Foundations and

Ethical Principles of Humanistic Economics

Tang Daixing
(Institute of Ethics, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610066, P. R. China)

Abstract: Economics embodies two fundamentally distinct orientations: a material-centered
paradigm driven by instinct and impulse, and a humanistic paradigm guided by reason and prudence.
The former promotes unrestrained economic expansion, indiscriminate accumulation of wealth, and
the pursuit of unlimited material well-being. Humanistic economics, as the ultimate horizon of
material-centered development, does not signify a transformation of economic forms or types, but a
restorative redefinition of the original nature of economic activity. In this sense, the economy is an

“art of assurance” that addresses how individuals may exist in communal association; it is an
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organized mode of collective cooperation guided by reason and informed by prudence, and a social
form through which individuals may mutually care for and support one another in genuinely “living

»

together.” Accordingly, economic development must aim at the integral realization of human
existence and the holistic advancement of society. It should uphold an ethical orientation, emphasize
social justice, and enhance mutual concern and reciprocal care, thereby fostering authentic
coexistence. To fulfill its responsibility of rectifying economic practice and guiding it toward
sustainable, life-oriented development, humanistic economics must take the human being as its
ontological foundation. Its central task is to regulate and direct economic activity—arising from
human nature—so that individuals, proceeding from self-interest in a moderated and bounded
manner, pursue mutual assistance and symbiotic coexistence within communal life. Its ultimate
grounding lies neither in politics nor in ethics or morality, but in human nature itself. The theoretical
construction of humanistic economics is grounded in a conception of human nature whose
fundamental dimensions include life, benefit, love, community, and righteousness. Its primary
dynamic is an “invisible hand” that originates in self-interest, extends to mutual benefit, and
ultimately returns to self-interest. Its ethical framework is constituted by two general principles: the
ecological principle and the principle of limitation. The ecological principle embodies both the human
dimensions of life, benefit, love, community, and righteousness and the generative logic of life and
natural law, thereby serving as the fundamental norm guiding economic activity toward the co-
existence of human beings with the Earth, the environment, and nature through ecological evaluation
and choice. The principle of limitation emphasizes the self-restraint inherent in the human pursuit of
benefit and the mutual constraints that sustain freedom in coexistence, and thus functions as the basic
norm through which economic activity is oriented toward mutual assistance and symbiotic coexistence
among individuals, groups, and society. By adhering to these two ethical principles, humanistic
economics seeks to employ the “science of humanity” to discipline the “science of wealth,” cultivate
sustainable capacities at both individual and societal levels, and guide individuals to explore pathways
of healthy development and self-perfection in economic life, ultimately enabling dignified existence
and human flourishing through the dynamic integration of self-realization and mutual aid.

Keywords: Humanistic economy; Humanistic economics; Ethical principles; Human nature foundations;

Ecological principle; Principle of limits
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