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“Boundless Labor” and “Bounded Family”: The Transgression and Alleviation of
Family Ethics by Digital Labor

FuHong Pan Zimeng
(School of Marxism, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, P.R.China)

Abstract: As the latest wave of technological revolution and industrial transformation accelerates,
digital labor—a new labor paradigm of the digital era—is becoming ever more deeply embedded in every
dimension of social production. In this process, the boundaryless nature of digital labor significantly
blurs the traditional boundaries between work and family, generating profound interaction and tension
with the family ethical order. To address the emerging challenges to family ethical order in the digital
era, we can use the dialectical analytical framework of “domesticization-de-domesticization-re-
domesticization” to explore the new characteristics of the family labor field in the digital era based on
a systematic review of the dynamic evolution of the spatial relationship between labor and family.

Digital labor, grounded in digital technology, constitutes a new form of labor distinct from
traditional material labor. While retaining the essential attributes of labor in general, it exhibits
distinctive digital characteristics. Under different social conditions, digital labor assumes varied
forms and modalities. Within the domain of family order, it can be differentiated into individualized
digital labor and family-based digital labor. Building on a clarification of the non-homogeneous
presence of digital labor in the family domain, this study dialectically analyzes the dual modes of
embeddedness and their ethical effects. It further examines the multidimensional challenges that the
embeddedness of digital labor poses to the family ethical order from the perspectives of consumption
logic, flexible division-of-labor models, and code logic, revealing that the complex impact of digital
labor on family ethical order results from the tension between these two forms.

Although digital labor exhibits new characteristics that transcend traditional labor forms across
the entire labor process—including labor objects, labor instruments, and labor outcomes—it does not
exceed the explanatory scope of Marx’s labor theory. Therefore, in confronting the numerous new
challenges and problems that digital labor poses to the family ethical order, we must adhere to the
critique of Marxist political economy as our theoretical foundation, take General Secretary Xi Jinping’s
important exposition on the construction of family education and family tradition as the fundamental
guidance, and draw deeply on the advantages of the socialist system within the context of Chinese
modernization. Through systematic measures such as improving digital governance, optimizing laws
and regulations, and deepening value guidance, we aim to refine the modern family ethical order.
The goal is to provide theoretical reference and practical inspiration for building a people-centered,
resilient form of family civilization in the digital era, and to offer Chinese wisdom for countries
around the world in navigating the relationship between family ethical order and socioeconomic
development.

Keywords: Digital labor; Family ethics; Digital civilization; Family construction
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