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The Academic Introspection and Theoretical Construction

of Jiangnan Culture and Urban Studies

Liu Shilin
(Institute of Urban Science, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, P.R.China)

Abstract: Prior to carrying out a specific historical research, it is necessary to construct a fundamen-
tal cultural theory, which directly influences whether the historical research is solid and what its
contemporary connotation is. Through the research and construction of the basic concept, category
system and discipline framework of Jiangnan culture, this paper promotes the integration and com-
prehensive innovation of different disciplines and categories, standardizing and guiding the “single
research” with “overall research”, and elevates Jiangnan cultural research to a systematic and overall
theoretical level. This not only determines the academic level that Jiangnan cultural research can
reach, but also decides what kind of intellectual support this research can provide to the integration
practice of the Yangtze River Delta. To further strengthen and deepen the Jiangnan culture and
urban studies, we should pay attention to the relationship between “historical study” and “cultural
study”. Another key point is to accurately grasp the relationship between “academic orientation” and
“realistic orientation”. In addition, we should actively straighten out the relationship between
“thinking big” and “starting small” to unify Jiangnan culture and urban studies in a rational-emo-
tional manner.
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