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Towards Good Rural Governance: A Research on Improving the Rural Governance
System in Combination with Self-governance, the Rule of Law and the Rule

of Virtue Under the Leadership of the Party Organization

Gao Qicail
(School of Law, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, P.R.China)

Abstract: To improve the rural governance system combined with self-governance, the rule of law
and the rule of virtue under the leadership of the party organization, it is essential to understand its
constituent elements from the aspects of governance system, governance model, governance func-
tion, governance institution, governance focus and governance goal. This new rural governance sys-
tem is characterized by self-governance, merging governance, integrated governance, transformative
governance, cooperative governance, localized governance, embedded governance, developing gov-
ernance, consultative governance and consensus governance. To build this new rural governance sys-
tem and achieve its good governance, theoretically, it is important to deal with the relationship of
self-governance and the rule of law properly, play dual role of internal and external forces of rural
governance, and pay attention to the governance of two-way flow of urban and rural population.
Practically, it is necessary to summarize the experience of self-governance of the villagers’ group,
carry out rural governance pilot appropriately, absorb inherent resources of rural governance, pay
attention to smart governance in rural area, play the positive role of rural talents, etc., so as to
move towards a good rural governance.

Keywords: Rural area; Good governance; Self-governance; Rule of law; Rule of virtue
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