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On Engels’ Outstanding Contribution to Historical Materialism

Zhang Xin
(School of Marxism, Xinjiang University, Urumgqgi 830046, P. R. China)

Abstract: Engels has made outstanding contributions to the historical materialism. He founded the
historical materialism together with Marx and promoted the systematization of the historical materi-
alism. Especially in his later years, he creatively developed the historical materialism. Engels ex-
pounded theory of two kinds of production, revealed the laws of prehistoric social development and
the reaction of superstructure to economic foundation, and put forward the fundamental motive force
of historical development and the theory of resultant force. He also constructed the scientific theo-
retical system of historical materialism, etc. It is necessary to refute all kinds of views that attack
Engels by the fact of Engels’ outstanding contributions to the historical materialism and fully dem-
onstrates his lofty position in the history of Marxist development.
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